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Diluting the colour... 

A certain rider transfer in the motocross world has 
kept plenty of keyboards warm this summer but 
there was also the protracted return to Suzuki for 
Ken Roczen; something muted as early as Janu¬ 
ary and confirmed only a fortnight ago. The Ger¬ 
man redressed in yellow last week for the first time 
since 2010 and Simon Cudby was there to capture 
the AMA Champion in his new RCH livery 
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So much so soon... 

Most people have qfily worked out what they want to ; 
do or who they want to be by the time they Hit 21 years 
of age. Marc Marquez is* a Grand Prix worlc! champion 
in every class and now back-to-back in MotoGP; talk' 
aboat a lifetime achievement. Only records,' numbers • ■■ 
and fortune lie ahead for a rider who has shifted the 
parameters of performance at the highest level ^ 

Photo by Honda Pro lirtages/Northcott. >§> 
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Stepping out... 

KTM’s inspired decision to bring bicycle stunt and 
trial ace Danny MacAskill along to assist promo¬ 
tion of their Freeride electric products means that 
the video star is now closer to the motorcycle 
world. In this issue we caught up with the Scot for 
some perspective on electric and some riding tips 
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KNEE PROTECTION 

REDEFINED! 
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HINGE SYSTEM 
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MARC MARQUEZ THRILLED HONDA BOSSES AT MOTEGI BY BECOMING THE FIRST RIDER FROM THE FIRM TO 
CELEBRATE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SUCCESS AT THE VENUE AND ALSO SEALING THEIR 21ST CONSTRUCTORS 
TITLE IN THE PREMIER CLASS. THE CATALAN'S SECOND PLACE ENDED A MINI DRY SPELL OF TWO RACES 
WITHOUT A PODIUM FINISH: HIS 'WORST' SINCE MOVING TO THE MOTOGP CLASS. THE CHAMPIONSHIP DISPUTE 
IS OVER WITH THREE ROUNDS STILL TO RUN. HERE'S GAVIN EMMETT'S TAKE ON MOTEGI... 
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J orge Lorenzo and Yamaha are back in 
business, and victory at the home of 
Honda may not have been enough to prevent 
the party poppers flying on Sunday night 
at Motegi for Marc Marquez and co., but it 
showed that the boys in blue have recovered 
the ground they had lost at the start of 2014. 

Qualifying didn’t quite go to plan, as Lor¬ 
enzo and Rossi tripped up over each other 
in their quest to get a crucial front row slot. 
The Italian still managed to get a rare second 
place, but the Spaniard was left to start from 
the second row behind Marquez, despite his 
superior race pace. 

The championship leader’s weekend was 
shaky, with a crash in first practice and an 
engine issue on Saturday morning. He never 
quite looked capable of winning, which 
seemed to put a cloud over the chance to 
become the first Honda man to win the title 
at their Motegi home. 

Andrea Dovizioso had taken full advantage to 
sneak Ducati’s and his first pole in four years, 
only his second in the premier class, and 
there was a suggestion he may well be able 
to challenge in the race. 

It quickly became clear he wouldn’t, as both 
Rossi and Lorenzo surged past in the early 
stages and opened up a gap. Marquez and 
Pedrosa both got stuck behind Dovizioso’s 
Ducati. This had allowed Lorenzo to open a 
comfortable lead once he pinched it off his 
team-mate, and just like 12 months ago, he 
never looked back as he cleared off to win 
the race. 

Pedrosa was a disappointing fourth after 
labouring to get past Dovizioso, but Rossi did 
his part to try and keep the title alive. Howev¬ 
er Marquez just had a little too much for him 
as he squeezed through with a third of the 
race to go and take the four-point advantage 
he needed to become 2014 MotoGP World 
Champion. 





MotoGP JPN 



v><? 


Two in a row for Lorenzo both at Motegi 
and also for the current campaign. How the 
Yamaha man must be willing the clock back 
five months. The Spaniard needs just one 
more win to become the fifth most success¬ 
ful of all time and eclipse Mick Doohan 












Alex Marquez wins hiaB 
third GP of the year and 
takes his fourth podium in 
a row. With Jack Miller in 
fifth the Marquez broth¬ 
ers could be looking at a 
unique double in 2014 
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A first pole position for Ducati since 2010 
was further proof of recovery for the Italian 
marque. It was Dovizioso’s second ever in 
MotoGP and on Sunday he posted his seventh 
top five finish of the year. Roll on 2015... 






















mircas 


MUM 9 


control 


PASS CONTROL 

—warn 


Pol Espargaro only just holds on. The 
lively Moto2 champion was a race winner 
at Motegi last autumn but had to be con¬ 
tent with eighth place this time. Thomas 
Luthi (top right) filled his spot on the 
Moto2 podium for his first win of 2014 
as Esteve Rabat (below) thought of the 
championship and took five more points 
over team-mate Mika Kallio with third 
position and his eleventh rostrum 
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Great to see the Suzuki MotoGP build-up 
continue after the official announcement at 
the 2014 Intermot show. Kevin Schwantz and 
Franco Uncini (below), Suzuki’s world cham¬ 
pions in ‘93 and ‘82, take the new and old 
racing machines for a lap at Motegi 


CLASSIFICATION & 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

2 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

3 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Yamaha 

4 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

5 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Ducati 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

15 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Marc Marquez 

312 

2 

Valentino Rossi 

230 

3 

Dani Pedrosa 

230 

4 

Jorge Lorenzo 

227 

5 

Andrea Dovizioso 

153 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Thomas Luthi, SUI 

Suter 

2 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

Kalex 

3 

Esteve Rabat, SPA 

Kalex 

4 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Cat. Suter 

5 

Mika Kallio, FIN 

Kalex 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

15 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Esteve Rabat 

294 

2 

Mika Kallio 

256 

3 

Maverick Vinales 

224 

4 

Dominique Aegerter 

143 

5 

Thomas Luthi 

141 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Alex Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

Honda 

3 

Brad Binder, RSA 

Mahindra 

4 

John McPhee, GBR 

Honda 

5 

Jack Miller, AUS 

KTM 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

15 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Alex Marquez 

231 

2 

Jack Miller 

206 

3 

Alex Rins 

194 

4 

Romano Fenati 

174 

5 

Efren Vazquez 

174 
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READY TO RACE 

»Always ride carefully and observe the applicable road traffic regulations! ^ WWW. KtlTLCOm 

»Always wear appropriate protective clothing and never ride without a helmet! 

»AII illustrated riding scenes were performed without exception by professionals on closed roads! 



Bring racetrack style to the streets. With its clean lines, the new KTM RC 390 
shows clearly how much performance it has to offer. Its muscular and agile 
attitude is designed for attack. Fully faired, it exploits every aerodynamic advantage. 
The KTM RC 390 is high-tech packed into a hot design with perfect workmanship. 


1 Water-cooled 373.2 cc DOHC engine 
| 44 hp (32 kW) of power/35 Nm max. torque 
» Extremely sporty power-to-weight ratio 
H Aerodynamically optimum fairing 


INCLUDING 

STANDARD 


»MAKE NO ATTEMPT TO EMULATE THE RIDING SCENES SHOWN! 


Racing geometry 
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THE REAL MARQUEZ... 


By Gavin Emmett 

T he door finally closed at the weekend, as 
Marc Marquez took the second place he 
needed to retain the MotoGP World Champion¬ 
ship at the earliest opportunity, and in doing so 
become the youngest rider ever to accomplish 
the feat. Younger than Mike Hailwood, younger 
than Valentino Rossi, it certainly feels like we 
are witnessing the start of another era of great¬ 
ness in the sport and it will be an uphill battle 
for the likes of Jorge Lorenzo to claw back the 
momentum he has built up since his arrival in 
the top class last year. 

The question that MotoGP fans ask me most 
often about Marquez is whether he really is 
the happy-go-lucky cheerful character they see 
every week on their TV screens. I’d love to be 
able to tell them about a deeper and darker side 
to him involving media spin and marketing sub¬ 
terfuge, but genuinely it is hard to find a fault in 
the Spaniard’s attitude and personality off the 
track. 

He is always a pleasure to interview, despite the 
intense pressure to get results, and the over¬ 
bearing press attention every waking hour. You 
always sense that he is enjoying every second 
of his racing career, and you definitely can’t say 
that about most others out there. When I spoke 
to him straight after the race in pare ferme, he 
immediately gave thanks to his team and his 
family and it’s hard to separate the two, however 
cliched that may sound. 


Clearly his close family have been instrumen¬ 
tal in getting him to where he is today, whether 
that’s his Dad Julia being at his side every week¬ 
end, mum Roser back at home in Cervera (she 
generally doesn’t like to watch the action) or his 
younger brother Alex on hand to offer a racer’s 
perspective. 

However Marc was also vindicated in his deci¬ 
sion to bring in the remaining members of his 
‘racing family’ into the Repsol Honda fold at the 
start of the year. The last couple of mechanics 
who had seen him through his previous champi¬ 
onships in 125 and Moto2 were given the green 
light to join back up as part of his crew, and as 
he romped to victory in the first ten events of 
the year, the old adage that a happy racer is a 
fast racer soon became evident. MotoGP isn’t a 
one-man sport, it’s crucially a team effort, and 
those around him have helped shape the athlete 
we see out on track today. 

He is a 21 year-old living the dream in more 
ways than one, and when Marc tells you he 
never imagined he would be where he is today, 
you believe him. While pundits earmarked him 
out for greatness when he stepped up into the 
premier class, I don’t think many could have 
expected two years down the line he would be 
celebrating back-to-back MotoGP World Cham¬ 
pionships - especially considering the quality 
and experience of the field around him. You just 
hope that he continues to enjoy what he does, 
and if so, we will see many years of greatness 
out on track. 










MotoGP JPN 


CHAMP TALK... 

Repsol Honda issued the following chat with the double MotoGP Champ after the party at Motegi 


Is winning a World Championship more diffi¬ 
cult than taking 10 wins in a row? 

The truth is that the mistakes over these last 
few races have made me appreciate winning 
the World Championship more, because the 
first part of the season was very good, but it 
seemed as if the title didn’t want to come. I 
made some mistakes, perhaps caused by too 
much confidence knowing that I had a signifi¬ 
cant advantage. Those early victories allowed 
me the luxury of taking a few more risks than 
usual. But I was very determined that I wanted 
to win the title here, at the home of Honda, 
and that is also very nice. 

You’ve won 4 World Championships in 5 
years. Do you get the impression that your life 
is going really fast? 

I don’t really think about it. Most importantly 
I’m enjoying the moment right now, because 
you never know what will happen tomorrow. 

We have won the title and we have to celebrate 
this, as we do with every victory. It’s very nice 
to share this joy with the team! 

What stands out about each of the titles you 
have won in your career? 

Obviously each title is special -each one has 
its moments. The 125cc title was the first and 
this is always very exciting. Also it was more 
difficult because I had to win it at the last 
race. The Moto2 title was satisfying and also 
had that bit of anger with it, after what had 
happened the previous year -five-months out 
injured. The first year in MotoGP was a big 
surprise. And this latest title is to thank Honda, 
who let me bring all my people -my team- 
back together and made for a great atmos¬ 
phere in the garage. 


What have you improved from last year? 

You try to improve in all aspects, but it is true 
that I have adapted much better to the bike- 
rider package. We have developed a chassis 
more focused on our riding style and that has 
helped me to concentrate more on improving 
as a rider, and not so much on making the bike 
itself better. 

How will you face the remaining races of the 
season? 

With the mindset of enjoying myself. I know 
there is a runner-up spot at stake and the oth¬ 
er riders will be giving their all, but I will focus 
on doing my best and enjoying every race. 

How are you going to find the motivation to 
retain the title next season? 

You find motivation everywhere, especially 
after doing well one year. You try to keep the 
same form and progress and the team also 
push you. 

Will Alex win the World Championship in 
Moto3 on his Honda? 

That is the intention! I will help him and give 
him all the encouragement possible. Above all 
we must take all the pressure we can off him, 
because leading the series means a lot of pres¬ 
sure. It will be important to make him calm, 
so that he can handle it well, but I know from 
experience that the season is very long and in 
three races anything can happen. 

What are your plans for winter break? 

I haven’t thought about it yet! I didn’t want to 
waste my time on these things; I just wanted to 
focus on the Championship! 


KEEP THE GRASS OFF... 


By David Emmett 

he Japanese round of MotoGP at Motegi 
unleashed two discussions. The first revolves 
around Marc Marquez. Now that he has wrapped 
up his second title in a row at Motegi, how many 
more can he win? And is he on his way to displac¬ 
ing Valentino Rossi as the uncrowned Greatest of 
All Time? That, to me, is an ultimately fruitless 
debate, with too many variables over time to take 
into account. How, after all, do you compare the 
achievements of John Surtees, Mike Hailwood 
and Kenny Roberts with the likes of Rossi and 
Marquez, when they are spread over 60+ years of 
motorcycle, tyre and riding development? 

The second is far more interesting, and goes to 
the heart of racing. It may even dictate the future 
of motorcycle racing as a sport. The discussion 
focused specifically on the use of astroturf, or 
artificial grass on the exits of corners. The issue 
had been triggered by events at the previous race 
at Aragon. Both Valentino Rossi and Andrea lan- 
none were thrown fairly violently from their bikes 
when they ran wide and got their rear wheels 
onto the astroturf. That was still wet, and as a re¬ 
sult, incredibly slick, so they lost control, crashing 
heavily. Rossi was clipped by the rear wheel of his 
Yamaha and knocked briefly unconscious. 

The subject was brought up at the Safety Com¬ 
mission, the meeting held each race weekend 
where riders speak to Dorna freely and in private, 
and can bring up their concerns over safety and 
the way events are run. Nowadays, the attendees 
of the Safety Commission are sworn to silence, 
a result of a couple of incidents a few years ago. 

In particular, after gossip over the behaviour of 


one leading rider - said to have stormed into 
the meeting, demanded that a fellow rider be 
punished, and then stormed back out again - 
was made public. But the silence was broken at 
Motegi, with Dorna’s Director of Events Javier 
Alonso explaining to the media that it had been 
decided that the artificial grass should be re¬ 
moved as much as possible. It won’t be an imme¬ 
diate process, but over the next few years, circuits 
will be asked to remove it and replace it with hard 
standing. 

Ironically, this was a reversal of a previous re¬ 
quest from the Safety Commission. At more and 
more circuits, gravel traps are being taken away 
at the request of car racing, and especially FI, 
and replaced with tarmac. Tarmac runoff areas 
allow cars to keep braking after going wide, and 
avoid hitting the wall at high speed. For motor¬ 
cycle racers, however, the extra runoff simply 
becomes part of the track. After the gravel trap at 
the Garage Vert corners at Le Mans was replaced 
with tarmac, riders started using the runoff area 
as part of the track, allowing them to carry more 
speed and turn the double-right corner into a sin¬ 
gle sweeping turn. Adding astroturf there added 
an element of risk, reducing grip enough to 
extend the odds. Whilst astroturf works perfectly 
well in the dry, it becomes treacherous as soon as 
it becomes wet and this has caused the riders to 
have a change of heart. 

Will removing the astroturf make racing any 
safer? It's hard to say. Each change brings a new 
opportunity for riders to exploit. Most likely, riders 
will return to using the hard runoff as an extra 





area of track. That means they will carry more 
corner speed, and more corner speed means 
more risk, and bikes and riders travelling further 
when they crash. It also means Race Direction 
will have to be even more vigilant, punishing indi¬ 
viduals whenever they exceed the track limit (the 
official term for using extra runoff as part of the 
circuit to gain an advantage). Currently, the pun¬ 
ishment for that offence is to drop a position, but 
allowing a rider behind you to get in front can be 
fraught with danger. Especially, as was the case 
with Jonas Folger in the Moto2 race at Misano, 
the rider behind is involved in a fierce battle with 
several other riders. Dropping a single position 
then becomes almost impossible, and a racer will 
never volunteer to give away four or five posi¬ 
tions, rather than one. They will try to slot into 
the middle of a pack and that could be extremely 
dangerous. 

If the point of removing astroturf is to reduce the 
chance of riders being physically injured then it 
seems to miss the point. The biggest immediate 
safety improvement that could be made was sug¬ 
gested by former Eurosport commentator Toby 
Moody: line the track with air fencing. Cushion¬ 
ing the blow of a rider when they do hit walls is 
the best possible way to absorb the energy of an 
impact and prevent injury. Currently, all critical 
parts of circuits are covered by air fences, but as 
Rossi’s crash at Aragon, and the crash of Nicky 
Hayden at the same circuit a couple of years’ 
previously showed, freak events mean that riders 
can hit walls at places where the organizers did 
not expect. Having full coverage would make a big 
difference. 


Ultimately, however, the answer to rider safety is 
in the gear itself. Leading leathers manufacturers 
Alpinestars and Dainese both have airbag sys¬ 
tems in their suits, triggered by a suite of sensors 
which can detect a crash. Those systems are now 
very near to perfect: Alpinestars tell me that they 
have never had the system fire in error. Though it 
is hard to quantify, the airbags must have saved 
any number of fractured collarbones and serious 
shoulder injuries. Though they cannot prevent 
injury altogether, the energy absorbed means in¬ 
juries sustained are much less serious than they 
would have been otherwise. 

Those systems are developing rapidly. The Alpine¬ 
stars suit has gone from protecting just the shoul¬ 
ders and collarbones, to one that now protects 
a massive part of the body. Airbags inflate along 
the back and sides of the torso, as well as around 
the neck, helping to limit movement of the neck 
and head. They are even crossing over into other 
sports, such as skiing and horse riding. Dainese 
are even considering making a version for elderly 
people to wear at home, to reduce the number of 
them breaking bones in falls at home or on the 
streets. 

Motorcycle racing is, and will remain, a danger¬ 
ous activity. But technology, and especially tech¬ 
nology built into riding gear, will help make it 
much less so. Innovations will filter down to riders 
on the street, and even find its way into unexpect¬ 
ed areas that we haven’t even thought of yet. And 
that, ultimately, is a good thing. 



YOU HAVE TO HAND IT TO KTM. WHAT BETTER WAY TO SHOW OFF THE VERSATILITY AND / 
THEIR ELECTRIC FREERIDE E MOTORCYCLE THAN TO ASK ONE OF THE WORLD'S MOST RE 
RIDERS TO TAKE IT FOR A RUN? DANNY MACASKILL CHATTED TO OTOR ABOUT DITCHING 
AND ALSO HOW KIDS CAN TRY TO FOLLOW HIS TREADMARKS... 
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f there is an example of how the internet can 
create a global star then the modest, friendly 
and unassuming Danny MacAskill is fabulous 
case study. The 28 year old has become a 
household name thanks to his startling ability 
on a bicycle and eye for ideas and adventure 
that spellbinds children and baffles adults. 

In the five-year period since the Scot and his 
close gaggle of buddies like Dave Sowerby and 
Cut Media started meshing some incredible 
Trial scenes, cool music and captivating cin¬ 
ematography over one hundred million views 
have been accumulated of their antics; most 
recently the epic The Ridge’ production back 
on MacAskill’s home turf of Skye. 

MacAskill and KTM linked up earlier this year 
after the Red Bull trialer took a Freeride for a 
spin at an exhibition and forged a bond with 
some keen fans at Mattighofen. The union led 
to a video edit with Johnny Walker, ambassa¬ 
dorial status on the official media launch on 
the summer slopes of the Saalbach ski resort 
in Austria last month and also a role in the un¬ 
veiling of the street E-SM version at the Inter- 
mot show in Cologne two weeks ago. 




I come from pretty much all pedal- 
power. When I was younger a few of my 
friends moved on to motorbikes but I was 
always breaking my mountain bike so all my 
money went back into that. I was never able to 
afford one but more recently I got more into it 
and I think I will continue to do so. I was look¬ 
ing at those EXC-types [Enduro] and some¬ 
thing quite bigger. The Freeride E opened my 
eyes a little bit as to what is out there. 

I rode it for the first time at KTM’s 
test track at Munderfing this summer. 

To be honest I was actually quite wary because 
I’ve had so many stupid injuries over the years, 
especially from my mountain bike. Myself plus 
jumps plus tracks! As soon as I jumped on it I 
just found it super-easy to ride. It is not stress¬ 
ful using gears and a clutch but this thing 
is just ‘twist and go’. You get the confidence 
straightaway that maybe takes you some time 
to build up on a normal motorbike. 

Would I use the Freeride in one of my 
shows? I’d need more practice. I’ve been so 
busy this summer that I haven’t been able to 
play with it as much as I’d like. I need to spend 
some time falling off it first! Finding the limits. 




It a proper piece of equipment and 
KTM have taken their time to bring 
it to the market. I went to Saalbach for 
the launch and it was interesting talking to 
the journalists beforehand and hearing their 
expectations and doubts, but as soon as they 
had finished having a go their reactions were 
all the same. I saw that everybody came away 
having had a great time on it. I was in Austria 
with Jonny Walker and Letti [Enduro rider An¬ 
dreas Lettenbichler] and they could easily have 
thought ‘the bike doesn’t have this and that 
compared to mine’...but you couldn’t get them 
off the things. I think if you can keep serious 
riders like that happy along with all the other 
people that ride motorcycles then it’s a winner. 

There were a lot of different levels of 
riders at the launch and we were going 
down trails where if you were on a mountain 
bike then you were already at good level. Eve¬ 
rybody was smashing down and I was expect¬ 
ing a disaster but people just cruised without 
a problem and I think that says a lot for the 
Freeride. Going downhill it felt totally natural 
for me and I reckon I could ride it at the same 
speed as the mountain bike and would be 
sliding it into the corners. The motocross-style 
track at the top nearly killed me! I had to do 
three laps and have a little rest. 


When it comes to videos then I’m 
lucky to have a few friends in Scot¬ 
land who I work with and who are 
awesome filmers. The one for the Freeride 
was done by Stu Thomson and Cut Media. 

With me it is quite important that I work with 
my friends; it is not like a ‘jobs for the boys’ 
thing but more because I know that we will 
come out with an awesome result. It is like 
having a ‘shortcut’ and I know when I turn up 
that it will just work. This is my second film 
with Stu this year. 

I cannot even begin to describe how 
lucky I feel. I’ve said it a lot and perhaps too 
much recently because I had my bike nicked 
the other day! I came in at just the right time 
with the internet blowing up. I got some videos 
on there early on to earn a good place in the 
whole search engine process. I happened to 
have friends who were awesome at filming as 
well so it all worked out for me. 

Now? Well, I have been very proactive 
and I plan to go to Red Bull soon with 
next year’s project. I think it is a lot better 
that way [to propose ideas] because you are 
always going to be a lot more passionate about 
something that you have come up with. Your 
own dreams. I’m a bit of a day-dreamer any- 




way so I can some up with all these ideas. All I 
tend to do all day is listen to music and come 
up with ideas for videos. Occasionally I ride my 
bike as well! 

Am I an athlete? It depends what you 
call an ‘athlete’. I have not been in the gym 
for about a year now. I was training a lot over 
the last few years but that was to get back on 
the bike from injuries. Since getting to a com¬ 
fortable level and feeling physically good and 
strong I’ve just been really enjoying the riding. 

I don’t have any regimented ‘thing’. When I 
ride I burn off a lot. Especially when I film. If 
I know I have a big project coming up then I 
know I can eat whatever I want. Generally I do 
what makes me happy...I don’t have to beat 
anybody to a podium. There are some younger 
riders coming through but the only person I 
am trying to ‘beat’ is myself. 

KTM have always been a cool brand. 

On Skye it was a sought-after bike. So com¬ 
ing to see it all and get involved with the Fre- 
eride...They basically just want to make the 
best product and that what’s sells. They are so 
focussed on their R&D. I’ve been really im¬ 
pressed. 


When I was younger I had some funny 
reactions to what I was doing. There is 
definitely a bit of a ‘then and now’ scenario. 
Back in Skye I would ride every night and this 
local policeman would have a vendetta against 
me. He only lived fifty metres down the road. 

I’d be out riding without any lights or some¬ 
thing; Dunvegan is a small place! Unfortunately 
when I was thirteen years old I actually had my 
trials bike taken off me for the whole summer 
holidays; for six weeks I had no bike. That was 
then. Now I’ll be riding in Glasgow, like I was 
recently for a video, and the police will come 
up for a chat to take photos or do videos them¬ 
selves! It is cool that the videos go on to be 
used in schools for inspirational things rather 
than a ‘don’t do this’. Obviously everyone is 
very positive. I never go anywhere and wait for 
a crowd to come and I tend to find that peo¬ 
ple don’t tend to take much notice. I’m doing 
something that is technically very difficult but 
they’ll just cruise past and don’t pay any mind 
and that’s what I like. 


































“Rain, wind or shine or even in a storm I would 
always be out on my bike. We don't have the 
best weather where I’m from and we have long 
dark winters but I would still get out every day 
because I loved it...” 
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WATCH OUT FOR OUR FREERIDE-E 
TEST RIDE COMING UP SOON IN OTOR 
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THREE TIPS TO BECOME LIKE DANNY MACASKILL 


1. KEEP THE ENTHUSIASM 


I have always ridden my bike for fun, ever 
since the beginning. I never really had any 
goals or aspirations. I just rode it every day 
because that’s what I loved doing. I was always 
of the belief when I was younger that if you 
are good enough at something then the right 
people will take notice. When I was into my 
teens I was looking at the magazines think¬ 
ing ‘well, I can do some of that stuff but I was 
living up in Skye in a remote part of the world 
and I didn’t have the opportunity to get into a 
scene as such. It was something I never sought 


after. Rain, wind or shine or even in a storm I 
would always be out on my bike. I grew up in 
a village but all my friends were living outside 
of it. During the week I would come home from 
school and go out riding for a few hours. We 
don’t have the best weather where I’m from 
and we have long dark winters but I would still 
out every day because I loved it. I didn’t have 
any goals. I never approached sponsors but 
somebody took notice of what I was doing. So 
just ride all the time for fun; a simple tip I sup¬ 
pose! 



2. RIGHT BIKE FOR THE JOB 


DANNY MAGAS Kl LL/ FR IE IE R IDE- IE 


Trials can be done on any bike. If you become 
advanced and start doing drops on a bike 
that is not designed for that then it will start 
to break. Eventually you’ll need to do some 
modifications. If you have a Trials bike then 
this would help a lot, especially to learn the 
basics like hopping on the back wheel or get¬ 
ting on the front. A 20 inch trials bike is not a 
bad shout. Once you have that mastered then 
move up to a 24 for street use which is more of 
an all-rounder so you could use it for a bump 


track or some little jumps. I do a lot of my own 
modifications and I tinker a lot. If the bike is 
running then I don’t usually tend to touch it 
but if it’s a new one then I’ll meddle with it 
thinking ‘this could be better’...but normally it 
never works! I do get product sent to me but 
I only tend to have one Trials bike built-up. I 
don’t have my own mechanic and I’m not like 
Johnny [Walker] with his own team behind 
him... 



3. DON'T BE AFRAID TO GO ALONE 


One thing that has really got me where I am is 
the ability to ride by myself. Trials riding is not 
really a social thing for me. Riding with friends 
and progressing with friends is important 
but so is learning to enjoy riding for yourself. 
Music is a big thing for me. You can ride the 
same spot a hundred times but if you have a 
hundred different [music] tracks then it is like 
riding a different place each time and that is 
really a key thing [for me]. Also if you are by 
yourself then you are not copying anyone else 
and you start thinking of riding your own way. 
You tend to ride a lot more also instead of just 
yapping to your friends. I would say up to three 
times more. Persevere with it. You might not 


be able to do everything you want in the best 
conditions - such as staying away from rails 
on a wet day or high drops on a windy day or 
even riding in the dark but when you come to 
do them in good conditions then it will be way 
easier. It’s a good way to get your know level 
better. Determination? That comes purely from 
the lovely of riding bikes. There can be mo¬ 
ments during a project when you think Tm not 
really enjoying being on my bike today’ but 
those are really rare. The only thing that drives 
me to get back on the bike after an injury is 
that I love doing it. Everything aside - all the 
sponsorship and good stuff - it is all I want to 
do. 










WARNING!, 


»Always ride carefully and observe the applicable road traffic regulations! 


READY TO RACE 

»www.ktm.com 






Bring racetrack style to the streets. With its clean lines, the new KTM RC 390 
shows clearly how much performance it has to offer. Its muscular and agile 
attitude is designed for attack. Fully faired, it exploits every aerodynamic advantage. 
The KTM RC 390 is high-tech packed into a hot design with perfect workmanship. 


I Water-cooled 373.2 cc DOHC engine 
1 44 hp (32 kW) of power/35 Nm max. torque 
| Extremely sporty power-to-weight ratio 
I Aerodynamically optimum fairing 


INCLUDING 

STANDARD 


»Always wear appropriate protective clothing and never ride without a helmet! 

»AII illustrated riding scenes were performed without exception by professionals on closed roads! 

»MAKE NO ATTEMPT TO EMULATE THE RIDING SCENES SHOWN! 


» Racing geometry 


ABS 



The illustrated vehicles may vary in selected details from the production models and some illustrations feature optional equipment available at additional cost. Photos: R. Schedl, H. Mitterbauer www.kiska.com 
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LET THE BUILD-UP BEGIN... 

By Adam Wheeler 


S o much has been written about Ryan ViI- 
lopoto and MXGP that is almost feels like 
the AMA star’s name should be attached to the 
moniker of the premier class in the FIM Moto- 
cross World Championship. Many observers, 
basically anyone with an opinion, has debated 
over the ‘could’ and ‘should’ and depending on 
Ryan’s experience in Grand Prix it might open 
up a lot more ‘would’ when it comes to riders 
assessing the option of exiting the bright lights 
of supercross for something more international 
in scope. 

While we can speculate on how Ryan will cope 
with sand in Lommel one week and marbles 
around Loket the next, how he will watch, try to 
match and beat Tony Cairoli’s consistency and 
whether the climate in the Benelux will try his 
patience...there are wider ripples of his decision 
to become a Grand Prix racer. Almost everyone 
I’ve spoken to has commented on how posi¬ 
tive and beneficial Villopoto’s presence will be. 

I would go a bit further. It is actually ground¬ 
breaking that a champion as decorated as Ryan 
switches his attention and ends up facing a 
juggernaut of an athlete in his prime like Cai- 
roli. Some amazing talent has conquered Grand 
Prix and then decided to try the same in the 
USA but none with a record like Tony’s. While 
the upheaval aspect of the world championship, 


lower financial rewards and far reduced status 
compared to a modern monolith like supercross 
means that few distinguished racers from the 
U.S have viewed competition outside of their 
homeland as realistic option. 

The only shame is that RV has already stated 
that this is very much a ‘one shot’ deal and 
his phenomenal career will be over this time 
next year. He could always change his mind 
of course but it seems like all the eggs have 
been placed in the 2015 basket by the Villopoto 
family, Kawasaki Motor Europe and sponsors 
like Monster Energy (although be in no doubt 
that the beverage giants will be chasing Jeffrey 
Herlings intently through the opening months 
of 15). It’s an extremely tight window to learn, 
adapt, stay healthy and win in what will be quite 
a different playground for the American. Ryan 
might fancy another Grand Prix term in 2016 
but could the framework around him (that was 
assisted through the rider’s contractual obliga¬ 
tion to Kawasaki for 2015) be able to stump up 
the funding for another campaign? 

OTOR columnist Steve Matthes knows Villopoto 
better than most journalists and made the point 
in a recent issue that Ryan will not be overly 
bother by his legacy and might be indifferent to 
the results of his Grand Prix adventure. 




I do wonder however if he knows how much it 
will capture people’s attention: how many in the 
USA will show more interest, how the industry 
will be looking on, how other athletes with a 
passing curiosity in motocross in other sports 
will also be keen to see what’s happened in the 
latest MXGP round. He is familiar with compet¬ 
ing for his country at the Motocross of Nations. 
The last time was in 2011 and in France so it 
was quite far removed from partisan support 
but RV will almost have a ‘mini Nations’ every 
weekend now where fans will want his atten¬ 
tion, rivals will want to beat him and Americans 
will - hopefully and assumedly - be firmly in his 
corner. 

As the 2015 season draws nearer everyone will 
have to raise their game. I don’t mean only the 
Paulins, Desalles, Nagls and Van Horebeeks but 
also Youthstream because they need to capital¬ 
ise on what is essentially the best gift in terms 
of promotion they could have imagined (it has 
already led to confirmation of another attempt 
at a U.S. Grand Prix at Glen Helen after two 
previous editions with lean interest). There is a 
golden chance for inflated TV potential of the 
opening rounds and they can only hope that the 
MXGP protagonists trade blows and keep fit and 
close for as long as possible. That Ryan stays 
hungry and in the chase. 


It is easy to bill 2015 as Cairoli vs Villopoto but 
thinking on the wider implications of the in¬ 
creased star power for MXGP means that one 
single positive mindset from an AMA champion 
and a whole load of complicated contract deal¬ 
ings later it has the possibility to swell bigger 
than any geocentric area and take on real global 
importance. 


WILSON’S 



FOR MOTOCROSS AND SUPIERCROSS FANS ONE OF THE WEIRDEST SIGHTS FOR 
THE 2015 CAMPAIGN WILL BE SEEING DEAN WILSON OUT OF GREEN AND BLACK 
AND INTO ORANGE AND RED. THE SCOT’S TRANSFER TO THE RED BULL KTM TEAM 
AFTER A LIFETIME IN MONSTER ENERGY KAWASAKI COLOURS MARKS A BIG, FRESH 
CHAPTER. HERE HE CHATS ABOUT THE TRANSFER AND ON TRYING TO FORGET A 
TORRID TWO AND A HALF YEARS OF DASHED HOPES AND BASHED LIMBS... 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer & Simon Cudby 
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DEAN WILSON 


U*MIW 


D ean Wilson has experienced some of the 
weariest cliches in the racing world since 
his emphatic and landmark Lucas Oil Pro 
National AMA 250MX title in 2011. An injury 
spiral has seen the 22 year old slip from the 
crest to the rocky base of the wave and he had 
transformed from the cheeky social-media lov¬ 
ing athlete that everybody wants to hang out 
with to the luckless racer that everyone pities. 
The bright spots have been strong but brief 
since 2011 but the last time that Wilson re¬ 
ally shone - at the Motocross of Nations three 
weeks ago in Latvia - indicates that he is once 
again eying a lofty profile and calmer seas in 
the premier 450SX and MX classes over in the 
USA; his professional and adopted home since 
his teenage years. 


For 2015 Wilson splits away from the confines 
and influence of the Pro Circuit team for the 
first time as he drops down south through the 
Californian landscape and to KTM’s base at 
Murrieta to assume Ken Roczen’s champagne 
coated seat and graphics on the conquering 
450SX-F. OTOR grabbed five minutes with the 
UK’s best racing export... 













It was a gory injury... 

Honestly...! got really lucky. What people don’t 
understand is that it could have ended my 
career. It was inches away from my main artery 
and my tendons. It could have been really bad. 

I healed up quite quickly and got riding again. 

I could have milked it all season but I just 
wanted to get some motocross under my belt 
because I hadn’t raced that much since 2011. I 
got going again but it was pretty mediocre with 
a couple of top five results. Nothing special. 

I didn’t take a break and just got on the 450, 
had some fun and started thinking about next 
year. 

Your pic in the immediate aftermath was also 
a contender for perhaps the grimmest image 
on motocross social media... 

That was rough. It was gnarly cut. It was an 
insane crash down the hill and when I got up 
I thought I had blown my knee out because it 
just wobbled when I put weight on it. Once we 
got to the Asterisk Medical Unit I ripped my 
trousers down and when I saw cut then I got 
a bit faint. There was blood gushing out of it. 
They couldn’t fix it there so I had to go to the 
hospital for an operation where they cleaned it 
and closed it back up. 


On the cusp of a big career change how do 
you feel about your status and also look back 
on 2014 which could have promised a lot but 
you had familiar problems... 

Right now I’m pretty happy. Happy to be off the 
250. My year was up and down. It didn’t start 
off well but then I picked it up in the middle 
and things were going really well [in super¬ 
cross, West coast Lites, he finished 3rd in the 
series with two wins]. I then had some misfor¬ 
tune and made silly mistakes. Those counted 
me out of the championship but I won the last 
race in Vegas, which was cool. I was feeling 
good for the outdoors. My practice times were 
good and Mitch and everybody were really 
happy with me. At Glen Helen, in the second 
moto, I had an issue with the bike and went 
over the bars really hard, slicing my leg open. 

I was gutted about that because it was the first 
round of the year and I had a clean slate but 
that was me out. 








Since the 2011 title you have been battered 
quite a bit. Are - or were you - tired of how 
much a pain in the ass the sport can be, liter¬ 
ally? 

Yeah, it definitely puts you down and in a sad 
and depressed mood when people that you 
used to annihilate and never had an issue with 
suddenly become hard for you to beat. When 
you are injured time passes quickly and people 
get faster and when you come back it is hard 
to get to their level. It is so important to stay 
healthy. When I came back from that leg cut I 
just wanted race time. I never ran at the front - 
I think my best was a fourth - and it became a 
crappy year. 

There have been some painful and low mo¬ 
ments for you...beginning from that broken 
wrist at the 2011 Motocross of Nations at St 
Jean... 

If you look at the end of 2011 then I won both 
motos at Pala [last round of the Lucas Oil AMA 
Pro Nationals] with a broken wrist. I then went 
to St Jean D’Angely, raced and got surgery a 
few days later back in California. Since then 
it has been the roughest few years. In 2012 I 
was battling for the West Coast Supercross 
Championship until me and [Eli] Tomac came 
together and I dislocated my shoulder. I didn’t 
get to run the number one plate outdoors 
because I needed an operation. In 2013 I came 
back and was battling for the championship 
again but made a mistake on my own, col¬ 
lapsed my lung, broke a few ribs and fractured 
a vertebrae. I came back from that but had a 
bike issue and dislocated my shoulder again in 
2013. 2014 was a comeback and almost stayed 
healthy! I had to stay positive. 


Do you think people had written you off? 

Definitely. One person who has always believed 
and supported me is Mitch Payton [Pro Circui 
mogul]. He gave me a big talk after my last 
race this summer. We have a good relationship 
and he was really positive and saying I can get 
the job done next year. I just needed to put it 
all together with a solid programme. To hear 
that from Mitch really meant something to me. 
He is someone who says it like it is and won’t 
sweeten it for you. I know I can do it and I 
know I have the speed to do it. At the moment 
I don’t care if people write-me-off. I just want 
to get the best results I can. I’ve seen enough 
of the dark side of the sport to start looking for 
some bright lights. 

You’re only 22 but do those first years in Pro 
Circuit as a gangly teenager feel like a long 
time ago? 

Not really...well, it does and it doesn’t. 2010 
was an awesome year for me. I was always up 
front, which was cool. Being a rookie is always 
fun because you don’t have pressure; you just 
do your best. Once people see where you ‘are’ 
that’s when expectation arrives and then pres¬ 
sure. My rookie season was a lot of fun. I see 
some riders now coming up that I remember 
on 85s and there are really light! I was racing a 
250 this year at 175-180 pounds whereas they 
were 140. I knew I was at a disadvantage. 
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So the future involves a pretty big switch... 

It is a really big change. I had a few offers but 
KTM and Roger [De Coster] really wanted me 
and for two years in a row really tried [to sign 
him]. I just wanted to stay loyal to Kawasaki 
and Mitch. This year he had the offer again and 
a deadline and I had to make a decision. I went 
for it because it is a solid team and if you look 
at the results this year then they killed it. Rog¬ 
er is really willing to help me out and get back 
on track. He sees something in me...which is 
really good. I think it is a going to be a fresh 
year for me and it will be new and exciting. 

Considering the factory status of the team 
and their results then it was a bit of a ‘no 
brainer’... 

Definitely. At the end of the day I know I made 
a good decision. 

And you’re closer to the workshop... 

Yeah! It’s about a ten minute drive so it’s per¬ 
fect. 

A European manufacturer, so is that a tick in 
the ‘Pros’ column? 

Yes, I’ve always said that in the future I want to 
do GPs; it is something I will enjoy and I want 
to travel the world. It seems a bit more relaxed 
and I guess I feel more at home there, you 
could say. KTM is an Austrian company but 
they have a solid team over here [USA] and it 
would be cool to come over to Europe and ride 
for them. 

It is still two wheels and a set of bars but do 
you anticipate a busy period getting used to 
the KTM? 

Straight after the Nations I’ll be on the new 
bike and trying to get ready for the Monster 
Cup and then it will be boot-camp time for su¬ 
percross. I’ll need to get the bike set-up for me 
and I guess that means I’ll be busy all the way 
up to January. 


You’ve changed trainer again. In what ways 
was Ryan [Hughes] good for you? 

With Ryno it was really good and we had some 
decent work-outs. He came to the track with 
me...but I felt that I worked a bit better with 
my old riding coach Sam. We communicate 
really well and it seemed the better direction 
for me. I’m still cool with Ryno; we definitely 
pushed hard and I felt like we made good gains 
but I chose a different path. 

Are you still going to be dashing between your 
residences on the two coasts? 

I still have a house in Florida so I’ll be there 
for the summer and then California for the 
winter. Californian traffic does stress me out 
and I lean towards Florida more but being west 
coast is a lot more convenient for the team, 
mechanics and tracks. It is definitely better to 
be there for supercross. 
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MOVERS AND MAKERS... 


By Steve Matthes 

T he off-season was supposed to have started 
a month ago or so but it seems that for the 
elite of American motocross there is less and 
less downtime. Just thirty days after the last 
motocross national is the Motocross des Na¬ 
tions for three of America’s best followed by the 
inaugural Red Bull Straight Rhythm event just 
six days after that. Fifteen days later is the Mon¬ 
ster Energy Cup in Las Vegas and then three 
weeks later a bushel of American riders head 
off to Genoa, Italy and then it’s time for the new 
(for one year anyways) “Bercy" supercross. Five 
events in twelve weeks indicate that there’s a bit 
of rest for the top riders but they can’t get too 
comfortable; chances are they’ll be on a bike 
soon! 

As you read this Ryan Villopoto and team-mate 
Tyla Rattray are in Europe visiting their new 
Kawasaki team and meeting all the principal 
people that will be helping RV in his quest to be 
the first American since Bobby Moore in 1994 to 
win a World Championship. Villopoto won’t be 
doing any riding - he’s still mending from knee 
surgery - but it’s a bit of a get-to-know you ses¬ 
sion for Ryan and perhaps a chance to iron out 
an off-season schedule. Villopoto’s not cleared 
to ride until end of November but that’s plenty 
of time for him to get ready for his MXGP quest. 

I’ve been talking to Ryan here and there (still 
haven’t pinned him down for an official interview 
though) and much of what we talk about is off 
the record but I think I can put out that he’s not 
going to just bring over his 2014 Monster Ener¬ 
gy Kawasaki and call it a day. He’s told me that 
he’ll test with Showa suspension, he’ll try Kay- 
aba and with there being no rules for frames, 
swingarms, crankcases in MXGP like there is 
in America, Villopoto will be sure to try out all 


the options available to him and try to pick the 
perfect package of KRT and USA Kawasaki parts 
to build him the best bike. So it should be very 
interesting to see what he shows up with in 
terms of equipment at the opening round of the 
series. 

Lots and lots of deals over here have been an¬ 
nounced and one that we’ve known about for a 
while became official when Justin Barcia was 
confirmed with the JGR Yamaha team. It should 
be interesting to see if Barcia can get back to 
his old rookie 450 season when he looked like 
he was taking a step ahead and not like he 
was this past year when he was just deep into 
a funk. I spoke to Justin about last year and 
I found his answer interesting about what ex¬ 
actly happened at Honda Muscle Milk. “I didn’t 
have good communication with some guys over 
there. We really struggled with chassis, suspen¬ 
sion, motor; it was everything. We just couldn’t 
get it right and it was extremely frustrating 
mentally, physically,” Barcia told me “I was 
having crashes that shouldn’t have happened 
because of things. It was just a lot of stuff. But 
as you can see now toward the end of outdoors, 

I was paying pretty close attention to the races, 
they made some big changes to the bike [Trey 
Canard’s bike]. They switched suspension which 
is huge.” 

Of course you don’t have to be Kreskin to know 
that Barcia’s basically saying he didn’t like his 
bike. It’s no coincidence to Justin that when 
Honda bolted on Kayaba suspension to Trey 
Canard’s bike he started winning. In my experi¬ 
ence there are always two sides to everything in 
this sport and Barcia isn’t the first rider nor the 
last to point his finger towards the bike for his 





struggles but you have to think there just might 
be something there when you look at the sud¬ 
den transformation in Canard late this summer. 

For it’s part, it seems that Canard is going to 
stick with KYB for 2015 but the early word is 
that Barcia’s replacement on the team, Cole 
Seely, preferred the Showa suspension and so 
Honda will be fielding a team with two differ¬ 
ent brands of suspension on it. And in a bit of a 
shock, Honda also let long-time chassis devel¬ 
opment manager Shane Drew go. Clearly Honda 
is turning over every rock to try to get their bike 
working better. It’s just one year too late for 
Justin Barcia. 

The fallout from Team USA’s third loss in a row 
at the MXDN continues as the dust settles over 
here. I’ve been speaking to a few people on both 
sides of the pond for a story I’m working on in 
regard to the red, white and blue’s recent losing 
streak but in talking to Dan Betley, Honda Mus¬ 
cle Milk Team Manager and member of the last 
three teams, he’s not happy with some of the 
comments from USA fans. 

“I’ve been reading some of the stuff on the 
internet and it really bothers me. It really both¬ 
ers me on some of the stuff that I’ve read from 
supposed “arm-chair quarterbacks" that think 
they know more than the people that have been 
doing this for I can’t even tell you how long. And 
I’m not counting myself in that mix,” says Betley 
who also wrenched for Jeff Stanton and won the 
MXDN three times in that fashion. “Things have 
changed over the years and I think it is a com¬ 
bination of many, many things. Do I like sitting 
on a plane for 20 hours and going over there to 
lose? No. Are there things that I think that could 


be better? Probably.” 

“But I think what people seem to forget is the 
amount of effort and money spent to do this 
event that sometimes guys are questioning 
whether they really still want to do it. So I think 
it is one of the coolest events ever and I think 
we definitely need to continue the heritage and 
keep doing it. But I don’t think you can point 
at any one thing and say: ‘we need to fix that 
and we’ll win next year’.” Strong words from a 
guy that takes this losing streak personally and 
someone that knows a lot of about what it takes 
to win a MXDN. 

After stewing over the loss for a bit I think that 
really there is something called bad luck and 
the USA has been afflicted by that the last two 
years. Maybe there is nothing wrong with the 
team selection, itinerary or anything else when 
it comes to the last three years. When you think 
about it, the USA have benefitted more than a 
few times from other countries having crashes, 
injuries or mechanical issues and I suppose it’s 
just all coming back on them now. Whatever it 
is, it will be interesting to see if USA changes 
anything up for 2015 in an effort to get back on 
top. 
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TWO RACES AND ONE ROUND LEFT TO PLAY OUT IN THE QATARI DESERT AND WORLD 


Photos by Graeme Brown, -Milagro/Aprilia Racing 




SUPERBIKE IS HEADING FOR ANOTHER LAST GASP DECIDER WITH TOM SYKES AND 
SYLVAIN GUINTOLI AT THE PINNACLE OF THE DISPUTE. GRAEME BROWN WAS AT THE LAST 


EVENT IN FRANCE WHERE TACTICS WERE AGAIN A MAJOR TALKING POINT 
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HOME STRAIGHT... 

By Graeme Brown www.geebeeimages.photoshelter.com 



M agny Cours always throw up a bit of drama 
for the WSBK Championship and the penul¬ 
timate round of the 2014 series was no exception. 
In previous years we have seen the title being 
decided at the French track and in 2012 there was 
the famous last lap finger counting when Tom 
Sykes lost out to Max Biaggi by half a point. 

This year the title race was coming down to the 
wire and if everything fell into place Tom Sykes 
could have wrapped things up with one race to 
go. Friday and Saturday saw glorious sunshine, 
but rain was forecast for Sunday and the weather¬ 
men proved to be correct. Two races held in wet 
conditions on a track that everyone complained of 
being incredibly slippery gave a few squeaky bum 
moments. 

Honda’s Jonathan Rea came of worst by crashing 
out of the lead in race 2, ending any slim hopes 
of Championship victory and losing third place 
overall to Marco Melandri. 

The talk at the end of the day, however, was over 
the blatant team orders that led to Aprilia’s Syl- 
vain Guintoli taking victory in race one and Tom 
Sykes ushered through to fourth by team-mate 
Loris Baz at the final chicane. Surely that made 
up for the dispute that arose after the crash in 
Sepang? Ok maybe not. In the end Melandri was 
only to give one favour and he took victory in 
race two with the Frenchman acknowledging that 
his team-mate was faster on the day and that 20 
points was better than none, had he pushed hard 
to chase and crashed. 

What it means is that we go to the last race in Qa¬ 
tar, with a 12 point gap at the top and a two man 
shoot out between Sykes and Guintoli. 

The transfer merry-go-round was also in full spin 
in France. 


No official announcements were made but the 
three riders at the head of the field going into the 
race made an interesting conundrum over new 
season loyalties. Honda's Rea is bound for a seat 
at Kawasaki as Syke’s team-mate, whilst all the 
signs point to Guintoli moving from the depart¬ 
ing Aprilia factory team to take up Rea’s berth at 
Honda. Heading to Qatar the pressroom chatter 
was whether or not Rea would work hard to help 
his soon to be team-mate and employer to win 
the title. However, I am sure Honda will be rooting 
for Guintoli as it would be nice to start 2015 with 
the No.l plate on the bike and two World Cham¬ 
pions in the team. Whichever way it pans out I 
am sure the final race will be a nail-biting affair 
especially when you throw the fact that they will 
be racing under the lights into the mix. 

Sadly the factory Aprilia team will leave the 
WSBK paddock. The mechanics had more or less 
been told in France that they will be moving to 
MotoGP next year to run the ART project. The 
current bikes look as though they will stay on 
the grid, however, in the hands of a private team, 
probably with Melandri on board. One of the most 
talked about options was the Alstare team but 
apparently their owner Francis Batta is now a part 
owner of Bimota after the team had to stop rac¬ 
ing due to the homologation issue. Now that is a 
story worth finding out about. 

One new team was announced for 2015, the JR 
Racing BMW team fronted by former Champion 
Troy Corser. To all intents and purposes it looked 
supported by the BMW, however, a little birdy told 
me that BMW Motorrad had nothing to do with it 
and that when asked it they could supply team- 
wear, the JR crew were directed to the nearest 
retail outlet to purchase polo-shirts to wear at the 
announcement - ouch! I do, however, hope we 
see them on the grid at Phillip Island at the start 
of next year. 
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BELL'S SEEMING RESURGENCE AND VERSATILITY AS A MAJOR POWER IN STYLISH SAFETY HEADWEAR 
CONTINUES WITH THEIR M0T0-9 FLEX; A CURIOUS NEW OFF-ROAD HELMET. WE SPOKE TO MARKETING 

MANAGER ROB SALCEDO TO GET MORE INFO... 
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B ell Helmets is sixty years young in 2014. A 
distinctive American brand its internation¬ 
al influence in the motorcycle competition can 
be said to have waned in the last decade but 
the company with roots in California and car 
racing in the early 1950s is firing back with not 
only some fetching products but also techni¬ 
cally innovative ideas. Bell has regained a de¬ 
gree of cool thanks to the Americana-themed 
casualwear and dips into the booming cafe 
racer retro movement (see the radical Bullitt 
lid as a prime example) and now is aiming for 
a different zone of appeal by matching style 
with performance. 

It was clear to see on an appealing stand at 
the recent Intermot show in Cologne, Ger¬ 
many where custom dedications to the likes 
of Ayrton Senna sat side-by-side with carbon 
lids and a first look at the Flex concept behind 
their Moto-9... 

Rob, you have some new stuff to get excited 
about... 

We have a new addition to the Moto-9 family; 
the Flex. It is going to be our biggest focus this 
year. We pretty excited to bring this new tech¬ 
nology to the market and should be available 
in March, so this is the first time anybody has 
seen it. 

What’s the idea behind it? 

The technology comes from the bike side and 
the fully flex segmented helmet; we were trying 
to figure out a way to get it into a carbon shell. 
On the bike version the shell flexes so we had 
to add three different layers in order to get 
the internal fit. We managed that with a tradi¬ 
tional EPS liner on the outside. Then we have 
an EPP which is the internal and then we have 
the EPO which is a super-soft material in the 
middle. Each one is specific to a different type 
of impact. We did our velocity campaign last 


year and took all that information and data to 
create this new helmet. There are four different 
things it is specifically designed to do for three 
different types of impact - high, mid and low 
- and also the rotational aspect. It is our most 
advanced product yet and something different 
for the market. 
























Was it time for Bell to come up with some¬ 
thing like this? Especially with firms like 6D 
and Leatt trying fresh ideas and technologies? 

Absolutely. We look at it exactly that way 
because we are the biggest head protection 
company in the world so we want to make sure 
that we can create something new. There are 
a lot of things out in the market now that work 
really well but we wanted to take a completely 
new approach. We started to look at this pro¬ 
ject almost a year and a half ago and it is cool 
to bring it to market now. All the athletes saw 
it for the first time last month and we’ve al¬ 
ready had comments about how much they 
like the adaptive fit. The guys will be using it in 
supercross this year. 

Talking of AMA competition...the Star Racing 
Yamaha boys did a great job for you in 2014... 

Those guys killed it with Jeremy taking the 
championship and Cooper earning second 
place overall. It was so exciting to watch and 
will be even more so for next year. 

Bell seems to have embraced the retro move¬ 
ment in recent years. It means some cool and 
modish products have entered the catalogue... 

The company has been around for sixty years 
so we have a lot of heritage in general with the 
Bell name and you can see it across all our 
products. With the Custom 500 and the Bul¬ 
litt we created new platforms for how we pride 
ourselves as a company and from products 
like those which are new but retro and up to 
something like the Moto-9 which is completely 
innovative and forward thinking. The 2016 and 
2017 stuff we are working on will follow that 
same process. We’re very busy and have been 
building a big team internally for the power- 
sports business. We have a lot of resources 
that we pull from. 


What about Bell in MotoGP? It has been quite 
a while since the name has been prevalent at 
the front in Grand Prix... 

Yes! We are working on trying to expand our 
presence in the MotoGP paddock and we have 
some exciting products down the pipe. For 15 
it is dirt but for 16 and 17 we have some new 
stuff coming up. We are actively looking and 
our staff is in talks now with people in Moto3, 
Moto2 and in MotoGP. We’ll see what happens 
but we want expansion in that category for 
sure. 
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HUSKY STYLE 


KTM’s influence on Husqvarna has not ex¬ 
tended to solely the technology on the track. 
The comprehensive Powerwear catalogue 
seems to be growing a blue version and 
Husky have just announced a few details 
of a wide range of official accessories and 
clothing. The PR states that Husky Style is: 
‘Manufactured from the latest materials to 
be extremely hard-wearing, comfortable and 
flexible fitting, a wide range of riding gear is 
available including the retro-styled FX range 
and the sportier looking Racing line. Husky 
Style accessories feature everything from 
drinks bottles to coffee mugs, umbrellas to 
paddock chairs, and bags for every occa¬ 
sion.’ Check out the Husqvarna website for 
more info or just pop along to the local dealer 
where the items can be seen or ordered: 
http://shop.husqvarna-motorcycles.com/ 
uk_en/husky-style 



















RODUCTS 


Alpinestars’ Racer gear is the choice for gen¬ 
eral off-roading and comes at a kinder price 
than the more hardcore Charger line. The 
pant is obviously one item that is hardest hit 
through constant use. The firm cite their 2015 
wares as: ‘Ergonomic, lightweight and aggres¬ 
sively styled, every detail on the Alpinestars’ 
Racer Supermatic Pant has undergone a 
design evolution with one goal in mind - im¬ 
proved performance, regardless of the terrain. 
2014 Dakar Rally winner Marc Coma tested 
these pants in development and is a frontline 
user - perfect for all off-road riding, from MX 
and Enduro to rally raiding.’ The difference 
between the Charger and the Racer is around 
40 dollars for the riding pants. For more look 
at: http://www.alpinestars.com/mx 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 

Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 

Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 

Martin Heath MotoGP Photographer www.martinheathphoto.com 

Simon Cudby Photographer 

Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and WSB correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP Reporter 

Nuria Garcia Cover Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 

Thanks to: www.mototribu.com 
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This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 



